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HIGHLIGHTS 
May 13-19, 1990 


Heavy rain, floods, and severe weather prevailed over 
much of the Great Plains, the Mississippi and Ohio 
Valleys, and the Northeast throughout the week as a 
series of frontal systems trekked across the eastern half 
of the Nation. The week started with a frontal system 
causing soaking rains from the central Gulf coast to the 
Northeast. A line of thunderstorms drenched southern 
Mississippi with up to 10 inches of precipitation, while 
tornadoes struck in North Carolina, Maryland, and 
Pennsylvania. Cold air pushing into the northern and 
central Plains triggered showers and thunderstorms as 
well as several tornadoes. At midweek, an extensive 
storm system generated more tornadoes and torrential 
rain, which resulted in severe flooding across the lower 

(Continued to back cover) 
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Major Flooding 


Torrential downpours battered portions of the 
middle and lower Mississippi Valley this past week, 
adding to the heavy rains of the 4 previous weeks. 
Some areas in the Arkansas and Red River Valleys 
have accumulated over 20 inches during this 5-week 
period (fig. 1). 


Major flooding continued along the Red River, from 
southeastern Oklahoma, northeastern Texas, and 
western Arkansas downstream into central Louisiana. 
Extensive flooding continued along the Trinity 
River in northeastern Texas, downstream from 
Dallas, especially near and downstream of Lake 
Livingston in southeastern Texas. Flooding also 
continued on the Leon River and along the Arkansas 
River. Extensive to near-record flooding occurred 


Figure 1 


in the South 


along some rivers and streams in southern Indiana, 
while heavy rains caused substantial flash flooding 
in central [Illinois and throughout Missouri. 
Thunderstorms produced isolated rainfall of a foot 
or more in the Hot Springs, AR area, Saturday. 
evening and night, causing severe flash flooding. 
Generally minor flooding took place in isolated 
locations in Kentucky, West Virginia, Michigan, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and New York. 


This wet weather has delayed corn planting in much 
of the Corn Belt (fig. 2). Missouri has only 42 
percent planted versus 94 percent that is normally 
planted by this time of year. Missouri, Wisconsin, 
Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, and Kentucky are all 
15 percent or more behind their average progress. 





TOTAL PRECIPITATION 
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Figure 2 





CORN PLANTING PROGRESS 
Week Ending May 20, 1990 











90% 
80% 








Bold text is this year’s planting progress. 
Normal text is average planting progress. 
Shaded states are 15% or more behind average. 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending May 19, 1990 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending May 19, 1990 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending May 19, 1990 
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National Agricultural Summary 


May 14-20, 1990 


HIGHLIGHTS: Rain and wet field conditions slowed 
row crop plantings in the central Great Plains, 
Corn Belt, and portions of the Delta. The number 
of days suitable for fieldwork averaged one or 
less in Missouri, Illinois, Wisconsin, Indiana, 
and Ohio. Soil moisture was mostly surplus to 
adequate in the Corn Belt and adequate to surplus 
in the Delta. In the Southeast, soil moisture was 
adequate to short. Florida's citrus and vegetable 
producing areas needed rain. Soil moisture was 
adequate in the Great Plains except in North 
Dakota and Colorado, where additional moisture was 
needed. Rain was still needed in most of the 
West. 


SMALL GRAINS: Winter wheat was mostly good to 
fair with 59 percent (%) of the acreage headed, 5 
percentage points behind the 5-year average. 
Heading lagged behind normal in_ Colorado, 
Nebraska, and the Corn Belt but was near or ahead 
of normal elsewhere. Crop condition was good to 
excellent in Kansas and mostly good in Oklahoma. 
In Oklahoma, hot, dry winds caused some root rot 
problems to _ appear. Rust problems’ were 
increasing. Texas' winter wheat was good to fair. 
Harvest activity increased in the Blacklands and 
southern Texas. Continued wet weather was causing 
disease problems in Arkansas and Missouri. Cool 
weather slowed heading in Nebraska, where crop 
condition was good to fair. Russian wheat aphid 
damage was severe in some western counties. 
Winter wheat was good to fair in Colorado, 
Montana, and South Dakota. Crop condition was 
mostly good to fair in the Pacific Northwest. 
Lack of moisture stressed winter wheat in portions 
of eastern Oregon. Harvest activity increased in 
southern California. In the Corn Belt and 
Southeast, winter wheat was good to fair. In 
Ohio, powdery mildew problems were widespread. 
Harvest continued in Georgia. 


Spring wheat was mostly good to 
Seeding was 96% complete, 
normal. Seventy-six percent of the crop was 
emerged, 6 points ahead of normal. Seeding and 
emergence were ahead of normal in all five major 
producing States. North Dakota's crop was in good 
to fair condition. 


fair. 
6 points ahead of 


CORN: Corn planting was 76% complete, 12 points 
behind normal. Rain and wet field conditions 
nearly halted planting in Illinois, Indiana, 
Missouri, and Ohio. In Illinois, planting was 67% 
complete, 30 points behind normal. Planting 
lagged 27 points behind the 87% average in 
Indiana. In Missouri, planting lagged 52 points 
behind the 94% average. Flooding was expected to 
force some replanting in Indiana and Missouri. 
Cool weather slowed growth and emergence in 
Nebraska. Lack of moisture stressed corn in 
southern Georgia. 


SOYBEANS: Soybean planting was 17% complete, 26 
points behind normal. Rain and wet field 
conditions slowed planting in the Corn Belt and 
Delta. Planting lagged 35 or more points behind 
normal in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, and Missouri. 
Soybean planting did not progress in Indiana and 
Missouri. Planting lagged 25 points behind normal 
in Nebraska and Ohio. Planting was normal or 
ahead of normal in the Southeast. 


COTTON: Cotton planting was 72% complete, 5 
points ahead of normal. Rain and wet field 
conditions slowed planting in portions of the 
Delta. Planting lagged behind normal in Arkansas, 


Missouri, and Tennessee but was near or ahead of 
normal in the other major producing States. In 
Texas, planting was 58% complete, 14 points ahead 
of normal. Fields were setting bolls in the Rio 
Grande Valley. Planting was active in Georgia and 
condition of the emerged crop was good to fair. 
Planting was complete in California and nearly 
complete in Arizona and Louisiana, but flooding 
was expected to force some replanting in southern 
Louisiana. In Mississippi, planting was 91% 
complete, 5 points ahead of normal. 


SORGHUM: Sorghum planting was 30% complete, 10 
points behind normal. Rain slowed planting in the 
central Great Plains and Corn Belt. In Nebraska, 
planting was 9% complete, 28 points behind normal. 
Planting also lagged behind normal in Arkansas, 
Colorado, Illinois, and Missouri. Kansas' 
planting was 10% complete, 5 points behind normal. 
In Texas, planting was 73% complete, 3 points 
ahead of normal. 


OTHER FIELD CROPS: Rice seeding was 73% complete, 
17 points behind normal. Rice condition was good 
to fair with 47% of the crop emerged, 26 points 
behind normal. Seeding lagged 36 and 20 points 
behind normal in Arkansas and “Mississippi, 
respectively. Arkansas's rice was mostly fair to 
good. Peanut planting was over 90% complete in 
Alabama and Georgia and was virtually complete in 
Florida and Virginia. Crop condition was good in 
Georgia and good to excellent in Alabama. Peanut 
planting continued in North Carolina, Oklahoma, 
and Texas. Tobacco transplanting continued in 
Kentucky and Tennessee. Wet field conditions 
slowed transplanting in Kentucky. Tobacco 
transplanting was nearly complete in North 
Carolina. Sweetpotato planting lagged behind 
normal in Louisiana. 


FRUIT AND NUTS: Rain was needed in Florida's 
citrus producing areas. Continued irrigation kept 
the new crop fruit in good condition. Grapefruit 
harvest was virtually complete. Peach harvest 
continued in Georgia and Mississippi and was 
underway in Alabama and South Carolina. Peaches 
were in good to excellent condition in Arkansas. 
In Texas, peach harvest increased in the Hill 
Country and Cross Timbers areas and was nearly 
complete in the Rio Grande Valley. Pecan sets 
were good. Orange and grapefruit harvests 
continued in central Arizona. In California, 
early variety apricot, nectarine, and peach 
harvests continued. Navel and Valencia orange 
harvests were active. Fruit was in good condition 
in the Hood River Valley, Oregon. In New York, 
fruit set was excellent for apples in the Lake 
Ontario area and moderate to heavy in the Hudson 
Valley. 


VEGETABLES: Above-normal temperatures stressed 
vegetables in Florida. Spring crop harvests 
declined seasonally in the central area but were 
increasing in the north. Early vegetable harvest 
was underway in Alabama. Onion harvest was 92% 
complete in Georgia. Vegetables were in good to 
fair condition in Louisiana. Onion harvest was 
nearly complete in the Rio Grande Valley, Texas. 
In east Texas, excessive moisture slowed vegetable 
growth. In the High Plains, onions and potatoes 
were in good condition. In eastern Arizona, head 
lettuce harvest began. Potato harvest was 
underway in western Arizona. Onion harvest began 
in Riverside County, California. Potato planting 
continued in Klamath County, Oregon, but was 


(Continued to back cover) 





May 22, 1990 


Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 





ARGSQARSSARASLELB 


17 STATES 


Crop Progress 
FOR WEEK ENDING MAY 20, 1990 


1989 AVG. 
87 90 


THESE 17 STATES PRODUCED 95% 
OF THE 1989 CORN CROP. 


1989 AVG. 


AL 
AR 
GA 
IL 
IN 
IA 
KS 
KY 
1A 
MI 
MN 
MS 
MO 
NE 
NC 
OH 
sc 
SD 
IN 


19 STATES 


29 
20 
31 
67 
50 
55 
20 
24 
29 
30 
48 
22 
37 
41 
19 
50 
15 
25 
23 


43 


THESE 19 STATES PRODUCED 95% 


OF THE 1989 SOYBEANS CROP. 


% PLANTED 
1989 AVG. 


REQSRSASARSH 


30 40 40 


THESE 12 STATES PRODUCED 98% 
OF THE 1989 GRAIN SORGHUM CROP. 


NA - NOT AVAILABLE. 


1989 AVG. 
6 96 92 


WASQRZSASLSORRE 


14 STATES 


THESE 14 STATES PRODUCED 99% 
OF THE 1989 COTTON CROP. 
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RICE RICE 
% PLANTED % EMERGED 

1990 1989 AVG. 1990 1989 AVG. 
53 87 89 23 60 67 
85 85 81 50 
94 86 93 79 
76 90 96 68 
94 #99 99 97 


5 STATES 73 #88 90 5 STATES 68 


THESE 5 STATES PRODUCED 97% THESE 5 STATES PRODUCED 
OF THE 1989 RICE CROP. OF THE 1989 RICE CROP. 


SPRING WHEAT SPRING WHEAT 
% PLANTED % EMERGED 
1989 AVG. 1990 1989 AVG. 1990 1989 AVG. 
100 +499 95 ID 75 78 
98 «699 95 MN 81 
38 80 mT 34 
100 90 ND 60 
1 99 SD 87 
79 
48 
75 90 5 STATES 62 


2 
90 THESE 5 STATES PRODUCED 89% THESE 5 STATES PRODUCED 89% 
0 OF THE 1989 SPRING WHEAT CROP. OF THE 1989 SPRING WHEAT CROP. 
37 
NA 
20 
95 
26 
9 
90 
6 


AR 
CA 
© 
GA 
ID 
IL 
IN 
KS 
MI 
MD 
Mr 
NE 
NC 
CH 
OK 
OR 
SD 
T™ 
WA 


NA 


59 65 64 


THESE 19 STATES PRODUCED 88% 
OF THE 1989 WINTER WHEAT CROP. 


NA - NOT AVAILABLE. 


Crop Condition 
PERCENT 





FOR WEEK ENDING MAY 20, 1990 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop 
and weather conditions important on a national 


scale. 


More detailed data are available in Weather 


and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS 
State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the 


National Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: Rainfall 
than 0.50 in. south. 
normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.9. 
1% short, 82% adequate, 
intended for 


1.00 to 3.00 in. north; 
Temperatures 1 to 


less 
4° above 


Soil moisture 
17% surplus. Acreage 
spring planting 95% prepared, 96% 
1989, 96% avg. Fieldwork progress 21% behind 
schedule, 77% on schedule, 2% ahead of schedule. 
Timely rains helped growth, development all crops. 
Corn 98% planted, 97% 1989, 98% avg.; 3% silked, 
2% 1989, 5% avg.; 4% fair,- 80% good, 16% 
excellent. Sorghum 62% planted, 52% 1989, 45% 
avg.; 94% good, 6% excellent. Cotton 86% planted, 
96% 1989, 92% avg.; some acres replanted Tennessee 
Valley area due to rain, wind damage; 54% fair, 
46% good. Peanuts 90% planted, 872% 1989, 75% 
avg.; 51% good, 49% excellent. Soybeans 28% 
planted, 31% 1989, 29% avg. Winter wheat 99% 
headed, 99% 1989, 99% avg.; 75% turning color, 73% 
1989, 69% avg.; 17% harvested, 22% 1989, 14% avg.; 
1% poor, 27% fair, 72% good. First hay 43% 
harvested, 42% 1989, 33% avg. Pastures 19% fair, 
77% good, 4% excellent. Livestock 18% fair, 76% 
good, 6% excellent. Primary activities: Planting 
cotton, soybeans, peanuts; cultivating row crops, 
vegetables; harvesting small grains, peaches, 
early vegetable crops; fertilizing summer 
pastures; cutting, baling hay; monitoring fish 
ponds; gencral care of livestock, poultry. 


ALASKA: Warm temperatures prevailed throughout 
the railbelt. Highs 3 to 139 above normal. Lows 
4 to 11° above normal. Seasonal precipitation 0.29 
in. Below normal at fairbanks to 0.94 in. Above 
normal at Kenai. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 
short, 97% adequate 2% surplus. 
98% adequate, 2% surplus. 
oats complete; 70% barley. 
done. Hardy vegetable seceding; transplanting 
continues. Progress of fieldwork on schedule. 
Livestock good to excellent. 


7.0. Topsoil 1% 
Subsoil 1% short, 
Small grain seeding 80% 
Commercial potato, 25% 


ARIZONA: Sunny, warm carly in period; low 
pressure system brought strong, gusty winds 14th, 
15th; isolated showers north. Cooler 18th, 19th; 
winds 40 to 50 mph north, southeast; 20 to 30 mph 
southwest. Temperatures 3° below to 5° above 
normal. 

Cotton 99% planted, 99% 1989, 98% avg.; squaring 
15%, good; post emergence irrigation continucd. 
Small grains turning color 89%, 84% 1989, 82% 
avg.; jointing 14%, 11% 1989, 14% avg.; strong 
winds caused lodging; good. Alfalfa hay harvest 
moderate; 2nd cutting; good; gusty winds hindered 
baling. Potato, honcydew harvest began west. Ory 
onion, potato harvest active central; mixed 
vegetable harvest continued. Valencia orange, 
grapefruit harvest continued central, head lettuce 
harvest began cast. 


ARKANSAS: Mild week. Temperatures 2 to 4° 
above normal. Thunderstorms, showers statewide; 
heaviest central, southwest. Extremes 439; 91°, 
Rainfall 0.17 to 13.46 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.0. 
41% adequate, 59% surplus. Main 
Planting cotton, rice, grain sorghum; 
baling hay; repairing fences; 
spraying forages; working, moving livestock from 
flooded areas; sprigging bermudagrass. Corn 89% 
planted, 98% 1989, 96% avg.; 2% poor, 48% fair, 


Soil moisture 
activities: 

cutting, 
fertilizing, 


50% good. Oats 98% headed, 99% 1989, 97% avg.; 
462% fair, 54% good. Cotton 33% emerged, 54% 1989, 
69% avg.; 7% poor, 64% fair, 22% good, 7% 
excellent. Sorghum 31% emerged, 65% 1989, 68% 
avg.; 70% fair, 30% good. Many wheat acres lost 
duc to flood, diseases, armyworms increasing. 
Cotton spraying for weeds, insects. Rice 
herbicide spraying for weeds, grass. Tomato fruit 
set improved. Bermudagrass forage being 
renovated, established. Peaches good to excellent. 
Livestock good; under stress, being sold in 
flooded areas. 
CALIFORNIA: Weak low pressure systems moved 
through State, bringing cooler temperatures, no 
Significant rain, Large pressure differential 
produced some very gusty winds, Sacramento Delta, 
westside. By weekend, storm nearing coast began 
producing light rain north end of State. 

Field activities good progress, open weather 
entire week. Grain matured, dried. Harvest 
increased south. Harvest hay, green chop active. 
Rice seeding full swing, weed controls applied. 
Cotton fertilized, thinned, treated for mites, 
aphids. Seeding corn, dry beans active. Harvest 
overwintered sugarbects. Alfalfa harvest active. 
Sudan, native grass hays cut. Normal cultural, 
pest control activities continued. Almonds, 
peaches sprayed, peach twig borer. Apples 
orchards thinned, treated, codling moth. Cherry 
harvest continued. Control of grape leaf 
skeletonizer, mildew continucd, vineyards. Desert 
perlette grape harvest progressed. Grapevine 
suckering continued. Kiwifruit shipped, older 
lots repacked. Lemons packed, shipped. Harvesting 
continued, carly varicties apricots, nectarines, 
peaches. Olive bloom progressed. Harvest active, 
navel, valencia oranges. Oranges treated, thrips. 
Plums treated, red humped caterpillar. Walnuts 
treated, coddling moth. Artichoke harvest, 
moderate, variable quality, Salinas. Asparagus 
harvest active, Delta. Snap bean picked Westside, 
desert. Broccoli fairly heavy Salinas, good 
quality; moderate Santa Maria, variable quality. 
Cauliflower moderate, variable quality. Celery 
fairly light, good quality. Sweet corn harvest 
continued desert. Lettuce fairly heavy, variable 
quality Salinas. Watermelon harvest progressed 
Imperial, Coachella Valley, Westside. Cantaloupe 
planting, pollination continued, Westside. Onion 
harvest began Riverside, continued Imperial 
Valley, good quality. Green pea harvest completed 
Modesto Turlock. Pepper harvest active desert, 
planting on going Delta, Westside. Spring potato 
harvest continucd southern areas, planting fall 
potato progressed, Tulelake Butte Valley. 
Strawberry picking heavy, variable quality 
Salinas. Fresh Market tomatoes harvested, desert. 
Processing tomatoes, central valley transplanted, 
treated insects. Livestock good, active movement 
to summer pastures. Feeder, marketing cattle 
lighter than normal. Water supplies adequate 
north, marginally sufficient supplies diminishing 
quickly central, southern areas. 


COLORADO: Clear sunny dry weather, alternating 
with short periods of cloudy weather with light 
precipitation. Temperatures slightly below 
normal. 

Days suitable for ficldwork 5.0. Soil moisture 
10% very short, 42% short, 46% adequate, 2% 
surplus. Winter wheat 84% jointed; 8% headed; 3% 
very poor, 5% poor, 18% fair, 56% good, 18% 
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excellent. Barley 77% emerged; oats 75% emerged. 
Spring wheat 85% seceded; 55% emerged. Dry beans 
6% planted; sugarbects 2% thinned. First cutting 
alfalfa 4% complete. Corn 84% planted; 26% 
emerged. Sorghum 6% planted; 1% emerged. Summer 
potatocs 88% planted; 55% emerged, with fall 
potatocs 60% planted. Dry onions good. Range, 
pasture, livestock remains mostly good to fair. 


FLORIDA: Hot, humid week. 
above normal. Highs into low, mid 90s common 
interior, western Peninsula. Hottest 99° Lake 
Alfred. Coolest temperatures mostly 60s to low 
70s, some 50s_ north. Thunderstorms widely 
scattered; only local totals of 0.50 in. or morc. 
Much of Peninsula reported no rain. 

Soil moisture Panhandle short to adequate; 
Peninsula short. Planting cotton, soybcans 
active; peanut planting virtually complete. Winter 
wheat harvest underway. Corn, sugarcanc, tobacco 
good progress. Panhandle pastures fair to 
excellent; northern, central Peninsula very poor 
to fair; southern Peninsula poor to good. Cattle 
continuc poor to good. Weather hot, dry citrus 
areas; rain needed. Irrigation all areas. Some 
wilt on trees without irrigation. New crop fruit 
good, duc to irrigation. Valencia harvest slowing 
as few supplies remain. Grapefruit harvest 
virtually completed. Hot temperatures throughout 
major vegetable producing arcas stressed most 
crops. Rainfall again limited to widely scattered 
showers. Harvest spring crops past peak central 
arcas, gaining slowly northern arcas. Volume 
leaders: Potatocs, watermelons, tomatocs, swect 
corn, peppers, cucumbers, celery. Also available 
squash, radishes, carrots, eggplant, cabbage, snap 
beans. Sweet corn shipments at near record level. 
Season complete, Immokalee cucumbers, squash. 


Temperatures 3 to 6° 


GEORGIA: Warm week. Temperatures 2 to 5° above 
normal. Extreme highs 80s north, low to mid 90s 
central, south. Coolest lows upper 40s mountains, 
mid 50s elsewhere. Rainfall 1.00 to 2.00 in. many 
locations north, most arcas southeast under 0.25 
in. Elsewhere under 0.50 in. Some local areas 
under 0.10 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. 
7% very short, 40% short, 51% 
surplus. Corn 4% poor, 32% fair, 
excellent; 99% planted, 99% 1989, 
silked, 1% 1989, 7% avg. Soil 
south, southeast stressing crop. Cotton 2% poor, 
30% fair, 68% good; 87% planted, 75% 1989, 78% 
avg.; planting very active. Sorghum 64% planted, 
39% 1989, 53% avg.; good; planting very active. 
Peanuts 5% poor, 9% fair, 82% good, 4% excellent; 
92% planted, 92% 1989, 86% avg.; planting slowed 
some areas dry soils. Soybeans 3% poor, 22% fair, 
72% good, 3% excellent; 30% planted, 26% 1989, 31% 
avg. Tobacco 35% fair, 64% good, 1% excellent. 
Watermelons variable, down from last week. Wheat 
3% poor, 47% fair, 49% good, 1% excellent; 7% 
harvested for grain, 4% 1989, 9% avg. Rye 3% 
poor, 47% fair, 50% good. Apples fair to good. 
Peaches 1% very poor, 17% poor, 10% fair, 72% 
good; 23% harvested, 4% 1989, 5% avg. Onions 12% 
fair, 87% good, 1% excellent; 92% harvested. Hay, 
pastures good. Livestock good. Main activities: 
Planting peanuts, cotton, soybeans; harvesting 
small grains, hay; irrigating corn drier areas; 
weed control in row crops, pastures. 


Soil moisture 
adequate, 2% 
57% good, 7% 
99% avg.; 3% 
moisture short 


HAWAII: Mostly sunny, dry weather prevailed. 
Moderate trade winds brought some passing showers 
windward, higher elevation arcas. Winds 10 to 25 
mph. Temperatures high 60s to mid 80s. Rainfall 
none to 5.50 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 7.0. Weather was 
favorable for most crop devclopment. Irrigation 
was required in many major growing areas to ensure 


normal crop progress. Banana, papaya production 
increased, weather beneficial to orchards. 
Watermelon harvesting gained momentum. 

IDAHO: Temperatures about 5° below normal 
statewide. Below normal precipitation fell in the 
north, cast while the southwest, south central 
mostly dry. 

Days suitable for ficldwork 6.0. 
3% very short, 29% short, 67% adequate, 1% 
surplus. Winter wheat improved mostly good 
statewide, good to excellent north, headed 3% 90, 
1% 1989, 1% avg.; 16% not yet jointed, 60% 
jointed, 21% boot, 3% headed. Spring wheat planted 
99%, 95% 1989, 93% avg.; emerged 84%, 75% 1989, 
78% avg.; fair to good; 82% not yet jointed, 18% 
jointed. Spring barley planted 99%, 96% 1989, 90% 
avg.; emerged 89%, 76% 1989, 74% avg.; 86% not yet 
jointed, 14% jointed. Potatoes planted 82%, 84% 
1989, 73% avg.; emerged 16%, 12% 1989, 11% avg. 
Oats planted 92%, 92% 1989, 84% avg.; emerged 80%, 
68% 1989, 64% avg. Sugarbects emerged 89%, 94% 
1989, 89% avg.; thinned 22%, 20% 1989, 21% avg. 
Dry peas planted virtually complete; emerged 94%. 
Lentils planted virtually complete; emerged 932%. 
Field corn planted 74%, 70% 1989, 81% avg.; 
emerged 32%, 33% 1989, 41% avg. Dry beans planted 
11%, 13% 1989, 12% avg. Fruit tree good, thinning 
apples, plums southwest, past full bloom north. 
Frost damage to alfalfa south central, cast. First 
cutting began warmer arcas. Russian wheat aphids 
sprayed southern areas. Other pests north: foliar 
disease, Hessian flies, cabbage secdpod weevils, 
wheat rust; southwest: cutworms, fungus; south 
central: grasshoppers; cast: Mormon crickets, 
grasshoppers. Irrigation water supplies good to 
fair. Turning out livestock to range. Sheep, 
cattle good to excellent. Branding, shearing 
continued few areas. No major problems. Range, 
pasture good to fair. Slow growth grass duc to 
lack of moisturc, cold temperatures south central. 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures normal to 6° bclow 
normal across State. Precipitation 0.50 to 1.50 
in. north, 1.50 to 3.00 in. central, 2.25 to 5.50 
in, south. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 0.50. 
1% short, 22% adequate, 77% surplus. 
poor, 7% poor, 40% fair, 49% good. 
height 2 in., 3 in. 1989, 4 in. avg. Wheat filled 
9%, 7% 2969, 25% avg. Oats 32° fair, S52 good, 
10% excellent. Alfalfa 6% poor, 28% fair, 53% 
good, 13% excellent. Alfalfa hay first cutting 
4%, 18% 1989, 25% avg. Red clover 2% poor, 20% 
fair, 71% good, 7% excellent. Clover hay cut 1%, 
6% 1989, 17% avg. Pasture 7% fair, 71% good, 22% 
excellent. 


Soil moisture 


Soil moisture 
Corn 4% very 
Corn average 


INDIANA: Temperatures slightly below normal. 
Lows 50s, highs upper 60s to low 70s. 
Precipitation 1.00 to 6.00 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 0.1. Topsoil 3% 
adequate, 97% surplus. Subsoil 20% adequatc, 80% 
surplus. Spring cropland 90% tilled, 93% 1989, 
96% avg. Corn 48% emerged, 30% 1989, 66% avg. 
Wheat 20 in. high, 20 in. 1989, 21 in. avg. Oats 
6 in. high, 6 in. 1989, 8 in. avg. Pasture 1% 
poor, 14% fair, 73% good, 12% excellent. Fieldwork 
at a standstill. Heavy showers, flooding southern 
arcas. Replanting necessary in many fields. 
IOWA: Temperatures normal to 5° below normal. 
Extremes 379; 82°, Precipitation 0.28 to 4.87 
in., average 1.75 in. Widespread soil crosion 
northwest high winds 17th; localized flooding west 
central, central 19th. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 2.1. Topsoil 76% 
adequate, 24% surplus. Subsoil 31% short, 63% 
adequate, 6% surplus. Winter wheat mostly good to 
excellent. Hay 4% poor, 15% fair, 63% good, 18% 
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excellent. Pasture 2% poor, 
18% excellent. Oats 2% poor, 
17% excellent. Corn 40% emerged, 59% 1989, 72% 
avg. Soybeans 5% emerged, 7% 1989, 14% avg. 
Livestock good to excellent. Muddy fecedlots, 
variable temperatures continued to stress cattle, 
hogs with slow weight gains. 


17% fair, 63% good, 
18% fair, 63% good, 


KANSAS: Temperature 2 to 3° above normal 
northwest, south central, northeast; 1 to 2° below 
normal southwest, north central, northeast. 
Rainfall all areas; average 0.05 in. southwest to 
2.96 in. northeast. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.0. 
short, 64% adequate, 18% surplus. Subsoil 22% 
short, 70% adequate, 8% surplus. Wheat good to 
excellent. Wheat heading 80%, 85% 1989, 75% avg. 
Insect, disease problems light to severe across 
State. Corn planting good progress; behind last 
year, ahead of average. Early emergence has been 
good, some replanting may be needed following last 
weeks rain. Sorghum, soybean planting reached 10% 
to 20% completion at State level. As fields dry 
Out, progress should be rapid with good moisture 
conditions. Ranges, pastures good growth. First 
cutting alfalfa hay 10% complete. 


Topsoil 7% 


KENTUCKY: Temperatures near normal; highs upper 
80s, overnight lows 40s, lower 50s. Temperatures 
mid to upper 60s. Storm system 16th produced 
heavy rains western, northern areas. Rainfall 
cast 0.75 to 1.00 in. 

Days suitable fieldwork 2.6. Little or no 
fieldwork some areas. Soil moisture 3% short, 45% 
adequate, 52% surplus. Corn planting 2 to 3 weeks 
behind normal some areas, becoming major concern, 
Burley setting 10% complete. Plants ready to sect, 
many fields too wet. Early set tobacco fair to 
good. Winter wheat 95% headed; fair to good, 
showing improvement. Haying made difficult by wet 
conditions. Pasture 1% poor, 19% fair, 58% good, 
22% excellent. 


LOUISIANA: Temperatures 2 to 4° above normal. 
Eextremes 569; 929. Rainfall 0.09 to 1.86 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.6. Soil moisture 
2% short, 60% adequate, 38% surplus. Spring 
plowing 91%, 95% 1989, 98% avg. Corn emerged 100%, 
98% 1989, 98% avg.; 21% fair, 62% good, 17% 
excellent. Cotton planted 98%, 75% 1989, 86% 
avg.; emerged 96%, 66% 1989, 76% avg.; 54% fair, 
46% good. Hay first cutting 32%, 24% 1989, 40% 
avg. Rice planted 94%, 86% 1989, 93% avg.; emerged 
87%, 79% 1989, 86% avg.; 33% fair, 60% good, 7% 
excellent. Sorghum planted 84%, 76% 1989, 81% 
avg.; emerged 80%, 67% 1989, 70% avg.; 56% fair, 
44% good. Soybeans planted 31%, 17% 1989, 29% 
avg.; emerged 25%, 9% 1989, 17% avg. Sweet 
potatocs planted 22%, 18% 1989, 37% avg. Sugarcane 
15% very poor, 15% poor, 39% fair, 31% good. Wheat 
turning color 98%, 80% 1989, 90% avg.; harvested 
22%, 15% 1989, 17% avg.; 4% poor, 36% fair, 56% 
good, 4% excellent. Harvesting was delayed in 
several areas due to high moisture. Yields very 
good. Livestock 25% fair, 70% good, 5% excellent. 
Pasture 27% fair, 68% good, 52% excellent. 
Vegetable 3% poor, 27% fair, 59% good, 11% 
excellent. Flooding in south has caused losses to 
crops, particularly rice, cotton, soybeans. 
Replanting will occur where possible as time 
permits. 


MARYLAND & DELAWARE: 
0.69 in. 
329; 86°. 

Days suitable for ficldwork 4.1. Topsoil 63% 
adequate, 37% surplus. Subsoil 79% adequate, 21% 
surplus. Acreage prepared for planting 91%, 68% 
1989, 86% avg. Field corn 78% planted, 45% 1989, 
76% avg. Snap beans planted 58%, 44% 1989, 54% 


MARYLAND: Precipitation 
Temperature 649, normal 639. Extremes 


avg. Oats 99%, 93% 1989, 98% avg. Small grains 
good. Wheat 78% headed, 52% 1989, 67% avg. Barley 
97% headed, 100% 1989, 100% avg. Rye 97% headed, 
100% 1989, 100% avg. 
DELAWARE: Precipitation 
640. Extremes 409; 84°, 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Topsoil 100% 
adequate. Subsoil 67% adequate, 33% surplus. 
Acreage prepared for planting 94%, 80% 1989, 88% 
avg. Field corn 91% planted, 58% 1989, 78% avg. 
Soybeans 9% planted, 2% 1989, 8% avg. Sweet corn 
64% planted, 54% 1989, 74% avg. Small grains 
good. Wheat 982% headed, 80% 1989, 79% avg. 
Barley 100% headed, 98% 1989, 98% avg. Rye 100% 
headed, 100% 1989, 922% avg. Lima beans 15% 
planted, 8% 1989, 36% avg. 


0.50 in. Temperature 


MICHIGAN: Temperatures 1 to 5° below normal. 
Extremes 419; 689. Precipitation 0.88 to 3.06 in. 
across the State. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 2.0. Soil moisture 
35% adequate, 65% surplus. Corn 70% planted, 85% 
1989, 85% avg. Soybeans 15% planted, 40% 1989, 
30% avg. Wheat 0% headed, 0% 1989, 2% avg.; 1% 
very poor, 4% poor, 15% fair, 55% good, 25% 
excellent. Major activities: Limited spring 
planting, tillage, fertilizer, herbicide 
application, machinery repair. Too wet for 
orchard work. Fungicides going on between 
showers. Most farmers skeptical about fruit 
potential because of poor pollination. Limited 
vegetable planting being donc. Asparagus harvest 
45% complete. 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures 4 to 6° below normal 
Extremes 279; 729, Precipitation 0.40 to 2.60 in. 
Greatest weekly total 3.59 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 2.5. 
very short, 10% short, 66% adequate, 
Subsoil 17% very short, 44% short, 36% adequate, 
3% surplus. Spring wheat 99% planted, 95% 1989, 
87% avg.; 87% crop emerged, 81% 1989, 75% avg.; 2% 
jointing, 2% 1989, 3% avg. Oats 96% planted, 98% 
1989, 92% avg.; 81% crop emerged, 77% 1989, 81% 
avg.; 2% jointing, 2% 1989, 4% avg. Barley 99% 
planted, 96% 1989, 85% avg.; 88% crop emerged, 68% 
1989, 69% avg.; 6% jointing, 1% 1989, 2% avg. 
Corn 94% land prepared, 91% 1989, 89% avg.; 85% 
planted, 83% 1989, 83% avg.; 27% crop cmerged, 
29% 1989, 47% avg. Soybeans 64% land prepared, 
73% 1989, 70% avg.; 36% planted, 50% 1989, 48% 
avg.; 4% crop emerged, 2% 1989, 10% avg. 
Sugarbects 98% planted, 99% 1989, 92% avg. Dry 
beans 34% planted, 44% 1989, 42% avg. Potatoes 
61% planted, 60% 1989, 63% avg. Flax 47% planted, 
42% 1989, 45% avg. Sunflowers 46% planted, 35% 
1989, 41% avg. Sweet corn 57% planted, 49% 1989, 
54% avg. Green peas 83% planted, 80% 1989, 83% 
avg. Spring wheat 1% very poor, 3% poor, 26% 
fair, 56% good, 14% excellent. 


Topsoil 2% 
22% surplus. 


MISSISSIPPI: 
Extremes 489; 920, 
Rainfall 1.00 in., 
temperatures 76°, 
Days suitable for fieldwork 3.7, 2.0 1989, 4.3 
avg. Soil moisture 63% adequate, 31% surplus, 6% 
excessive. Wheat 100% heading, 99% 1989, 99% 
avg.; 2% very poor, 33% poor, 45% fair, 19% good, 
1% excellent; 23% mature, 15% 1989, 21% avg. 
Cotton 91% planted, 66% 1989, 86% avg.; 70% 
emerged, 49% 1989, 68% avg.; 5% very poor, 4% 
poor, 35% fair, 48% good, 8% excellent. Corn 87% 
planted, 90% 1989, 95% avg.; 84% emerged, 80% 
1989, 87% avg.; 21% fair, 72% good, 7% excellent. 
Rice 76% planted, 90% 1989, 96% avg.; 44% emerged, 
68% 1989, 83% avg. Soybeans 22% planted, 13% 
1989, 22% avg.; 13% emerged, 8% 1989, 11% avg. 
Sorghum 64% planted, 65% 1989, 71% avg.; 56% 


emerged, 55% 1989, 60% avg.; 18% fair, 82% good. 


Temperatures 2° above normal. 
Wet north, dry central, south. 
0.12 in. below normal. Soil 
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Peanuts 42% planted, 48% 1989, 
potatocs 27% planted, 33% 1989, 45% avg. 
Watermelons 84% planted, 85% 1989, 83% avg. 
Peaches 6% harvested; 14% very poor, 30% poor, 23% 
fair, 33% good. Hay 22% harvested, 17% 1989, 21% 
avg. Pasture, livestock fair to good. Activities: 
Planting fields crops, flushing rice, cultivating 
crops. 


56% avg. Sweet 


MISSOURI: 
Precipitation 2.00 in. 
central, northeastern, southeastern districts, 
3.00 to 8.00 elsewhere. Most rivers overflowed. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 0.5. Topsoil 16% 
adequate, 84% surplus, with northwestern district 
at 62% surplus being the only district with less 
than 85% surplus. Ground worked at least once for 
spring crops 75%, 97% 1989, 95% avg. Corn 
planting 22% west central, south central to 66% 
southeast, most areas over 3 weeks behind avg. 
Some corn in flooded areas drowned, replanting 
necessary. Wet weather causing mildew, secptoria 
in wheat, damage not yet major. Alfalfa hay 
first cutting 4%, 41% 1989, 39% avg. Other hay 1% 
harvested, 12% 1989, 18% avg. Pastures 1% poor, 
14% fair, 69% good, 16% excellent. 


normal. 
northwestern, north 


Temperatures 2° below 


MONTANA: Temperatures 3 to 7° below normal all 
divisions. Rainfall all areas. Most amounts in 
central, south central, southwest. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 4.3. 
short, 60% adequate, 11% surplus. Subsoil 30% 
short, 63% adequate, 7% surplus. Barley 1% very 
poor, 2% poor, 17% fair, 60% good, 20% excellent; 
planted 92%, 75% 1989, 88% avg.; emerged 61%, 34% 
1989, 63% avg. Oats 1% very poor, 4% poor, 25% 
fair, 56% good, 14% excellent; planted 91%, 69% 
1989, 84% avg.; emerged 55%, 21% 1989, 60% avg. 
Sugarbeects 2% very poor, 12% poor, 16% fair, 61% 
good, 9% excellent. Corn planted 57%, 40% 1989, 
57% avg.; emerged 17%. Dry beans planted 51%, 31% 
1989, 69% avg. Potatoes planted 27%, 30% 1989, 
33% avg. Pasture, range feed 7% very poor, 11% 
poor, 24% fair, 45% good, 13% excellent. Cattle, 
calves moved to summer ranges 51%, 46% 1989, 55% 
avg. Sheep, lambs moved 51%, 50% 1989, 65% avg. 


Topsoil 29% 


NEBRASKA: Temperatures 1 to 5° below normal. 
Extremes 309; 87° Precipitation occurred 
beginning, weekend. Rainfall 0.10 in. north 
central up to 2.00 in. southwest. 

Days suitable for ficldwork 2.6. Topsoil 11% 
short, 81% adequate, 8% surplus. Subsoil 76% 
short, 24% adequate. Winter wheat 98% jointed, 
93% 1989, 92% avg. Cool weather slowed heading. 
Russian wheat aphids causing severe damage some 
western counties, some ficlds beyond help. Many 
Producers continue spraying. Treating powdery 
mildew southeast. Chinch bugs causing damage 
cast, southeast. Corn 51% fair, 49% goods 45% 
emerged, 58% 1989, 57% avg. Cool weather slowed 
emergence, caused some yellowing around State. 
Cutworms causing concern castern third of Statc. 
Sorghum 2% emerged, 9% 1989, 10% avg. Soybeans 2% 
emerged, 9% 1989, 12% avg. Alfalfa hay 34% fair, 
66% good. First cutting getting underway cast, 
north. Moderate to high infestations clover 
leaf, alfalfa weevils northeast, cast, some fields 
being sprayed. Wild hay 4% poor, 85% fair, 11% 
good. Pasture, range feed supplics 44% short, 56% 
adequate. Pastures responding to recent moisture, 
short, needing warmer weathcr to promote growth. 
Cattle moving to pastures across State. Limited 
liquidation some herds duc to short feed supplies. 


NEVADA: Temperatures secesawed above, below 
normal. No precipitation, only gusty winds. 
Extremes 14°; 96°, 

Most oats, barley heading extreme 
Although no rain this season, irrigation 
supplies adequate at present time. 


sough. 
water 
Second cutting 


alfalfa hay underway extreme 
weather this spring very small average potatocs 
emerged to date. Some carly emerged acres 
frosted, not expected to hurt the 1990 potato crop 
significantly. Ranges drier than normal. 
Livestock mostly good. 


south. Due cool 


NEW ENGLAND: Precipitation 1.00 to 3.00 in. 
Northern Maine driest, under 1.00 in. Temperatures 
upper 40s north, mid 50s south; normal over Mainc, 
below normal elsewhere. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.5. Soil moisture 
north 30% adequate, 70% surplus; south 31% 
adequate, 69% surplus. Grazing availability 8% 
Short, 65% adequate, 27% surplus. Maine potatocs 
63% planted, 22% 1989, 48% avg.; good. Connecticut 
River Valley potatoes 65% planted, 95% 1989, 82% 
avg.; 18% emerged, 50% 1989, 48% avg.; good. 
Maine oats 63% sown, 23% 1989, 66% avg.; good. 
Field corn 30% planted, 30% 1989, 45% avg.; 10% 
emerged, 6% 1989, 17% avg.; good. Sweet corn 35% 
planted, 43% 1989, 48% avg.; 23% emerged, 15% 
1989, 28% avg.; good. Connecticut shade tobacco 
good to excellent. Hay good. Apples carly to 
full bloom. Connecticut, Massachusetts peaches 
full bloom to fruit set. Connecticut pears petal 
fall. Blueberry, cranberry bud stage to carly 
bloom. Major farm activities: Corn planting, 
seeding, manure spreading, fencing, spraying fruit 
trees. 


NEW JERSEY: Temperatures near normal. Extremes 
4290; g50, Rainfall 2.46 in. north, 1.57 in. 
central, 0.44 in. south. Heaviest 24 hour total 
2.75 in. on 16th, 17th. Estimated soil moisture 
percent field capacity averaged 97% north, 95% 
central, 83% south. Four inch soil temperatures 
60° north, 62° central; 63° south. 

Frequent rain halted fieldwork. 
bibb, romaine, leaf lettuce, 
move to market. Greens in light to moderate 
supply. Apples, peaches, Strawberries, 
blueberries continued to make good early size, 
some fruit sets very light. Corn planting 
delayed; carly sown corn for grain up 2 to 3 
inches. Wet conditions delayed soybean planting. 
Fall sown grains well headed. Hay, pasture growth 
good. Warmer, dryer weather would be beneficial 
for hay making. 


Big Boston, 
endive continued to 


NEW MEXICO: Temperatures 
successive week of 
damage. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Soil moisture 
71% short, 29% adequate. Cotton planted 90%; cool 
soil temperatures slowing planting on High Plains. 
Milo planted jumped to 60% complete. Cattle poor 
to good; sheep fair to good; range poor to good. 


normal. 
very dry conditions. 


Second 
Wind 


NEW YORK: Temperatures near normal. 
to near freezing carly in week. Highs in mid 70s. 
Very wet. Rainfall up to 3.00 in. across State. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 1.4. Soil moisture 
mostly surplus. Standing water in many fields. 
Planting progress delayed. Oats 81% seceded, 79% 
1989, 83% avg. Corn 28% planted, 20% 1989, 46% 
avg. Pastures, hay good, wheat fair to good. Hay 
ready to be cut in some areas. Drying weather 
needed. Lake Ontario apples show excellent fruit 
set. Peaches in shuck split stage. Heavy 
Bartlett pear sect. Hudson Valley apples moderate 
to heavy set. Some winter injury to peaches. 
Onions good. Strawberrics beginning to bloom. 
Planting slowed by wetness. 


Lows fell 


NORTH CAROLINA: 4° above 


439; 930, 


Temperatures 2 to 

normal across the State. Extremes 

Precipitation none to 1.03 in. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 5.6. 


Soil moisture 
8% short, 89% adequate, 3% surplus. 


Pasture 11% 





May 22, 1990 


Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 17 





fair, 80% good, 9% excellent. Livestock feed from 
pasture 79%. Hay first cutting 37%. Corn planted 
99%; cotton planted 90%; sorghum planted 46%; 
soybeans planted 26%; peanuts planted 75%. Sweet 
potatoes transplanted 30%. Burley tobacco 
transplanted 22%. Flue cured tobacco transplanted 
97%. Tobacco plant bed supplies 2% very short, 7% 
short, 88% adequate, 2% surplus. Wheat headed 
98%. Crop condition: Wheat 1% poor, 21% fair, 
75% good, 3% excellent; oats 5% poor, 16% fair, 
78% good, 1% excellent; barley 2% poor, 24% fair, 
74% good; rye 5% poor, 17% fair, 75% good, 3% 
excellent; corn 1% poor, 11% fair, 83% good, 5% 
excellent; flue cured tobacco 18% fair, 79% good, 
3% excellent; irish potatoes 4% very poor, 16% 
fair, 68% good, 12% excellent; peaches 19% very 
poor, 19% poor, 44% fair, 15% good, 3% excellent; 
truck crops 3% very poor, 15% fair, 77% good, 5% 
excellent; hay 17% fair, 75% good, 8% excellent. 
Major activities: Planting corn, soybeans, land 
preparation, transplanting, cultivating tobacco, 
planting sorghum, cotton, and pcanuts. Other 
activities included: Hay harvesting, planting 
truck crops, tending tobacco beds, tending 
livestock, transplanting sweet potatoes, spraying, 
cultivating corn, harvesting vegetables, gencral 
farm maintenance, 

WORTH DAKOTA: Cool, scattered precipitation. 
Temperatures 4 to 6° below normal statewide. 
Extremes 249 west central; 73° cast central, 
northwest. Precipitation 0.35 in. southwest to 
1.45 in. north central. 

Days suitable for ficldwork 5.4. Soil moisture 
supplies well below five year (1985-89) average. 
Topsoil 26% very short, 47% short, 27% adequate. 
Subsoil 71% very short, 24% short, 5% adequate. 
Most crops fair to good. Spring wheat 1% very 
poor, 6% poor, 19% fair, 73% good, 1% excellent; 
durum wheat 2% very poor, 2% poor, 21% fair, 71% 
good, 4% excellent; oats 3% very poor, 9% poor, 
28% fair, 58% good, 2% excellent; barley 1% very 
poor, 3% poor, 22% fair, 72% good, 2% excellent. 
Crop development near average. Spring wheat 67% 
emerged and beyond, 60% 1989, 65% avg.; durum 
wheat 46%, 42% 1989, 50% avg.; oats 66%, 52% 1989, 
64% avg.; barley 70%, 61% 1989, 66% avg.; winter 
wheat 28% jointing and beyond, 34% 1989, 54% avg.; 
corn 58% planted, 55% 1989, 55% avg.; flaxseed 
39%, 32% 1989, 44% avg.; potatoes 45%, 59% 1989, 
65% avg.; soybeans 28%, 27% 1989, 35% avg.; dry 
edible beans 14%, 15% 1989, 25% avg.; sunflower 
16%, 14% 1989, 19% avg. Pastures 30% very poor, 
39% poor, 30% fair, 1% good; furnished 54% 
roughage requirements. Stockwater supplics 12% 
very short, 59% short, 32% adequate, 2% surplus; 
quality mostly fair to good. Grasshopper hatch 
Slowed as below normal temperatures prevailed. 
High winds caused ecrosion in some areas. 


OHIO: High temperatures low 70s. Lows 50s. 
Daytime temperatures near normal, nighttime above 
normal. Soil temperatures upper 50s; a_ few 
degrees subnormal. Rainfall exceeded 1.00 in. 
statewide; 2.00 in. common. 

Days suitable for ficldwork 0.8. 
24% adequate, 76% surplus; more rain on weekend. 
Field activities: Limited planting, spraying 
pesticides when possible. Cold, wet conditions 
slowed germination, emergence of recently planted 
crops. Emerged crops have yellow cast. Flooded 
fields already planted to corn may need to be 
replanted to corn or switched to soybeans. Winter 
wheat starting to head; fair to good, down from 
previous week. Powdery mildew prevalent, not yet 
at flag leaf. Grasslands fair to mostly good. 
Pastures becoming too wet for grazing. Tobacco 
plant setting underway. Processing tomato 
transplanting struggling along. 


Soil moisture 


OKLAHOMA: Temperatures 2° 
Panhandle to 6° above normal 
Precipitation none Panhandle to 
southeast. 

Days suitable for ficldwork 4.4. Topsoil 7% 
short, 45% adequate, 48% surplus. Subsoil 3% 
short, 97% adequate. Wheat 13% fair, 86% good, 1% 
excellent; 90% heading, 99% 1989, 95% avg.; 15% 
soft dough, 40% 1989, 40% avg. Hot, dry winds 
caused root rot problems to appear. Rust 
increasing. Some wheat hay baled. Cotton 20% 
planted, 25% 1989, 25% avg. Sorghum 5% planted, 
20% 1989, 15% avg. Soybeans 10% planted, 40% 1989, 
25% avg. Peanuts 25% planted, 40% 1989, 30% avg. 
Corn 85% up to stand, 95% 1989, 75% avg. Recent 
wet weather delayed row crop plantings a week to 
ten days behind 5 year average. Pastures good. 
Cattle good; marketings stable, prices firm to 
moderatcly higher than preceding week. Insect 
activity moderately heavy cast, south. 


OREGON: Temperatures below normal. 
interior, extreme southeast warmest. Highest 
temperature 819 at Grants Pass. Light 
precipitation. Rainfall greatest in west, extreme 
northeast. 

Soil moisture 52% short, 48% adequate. 
93% planted, 92% 1989, 98% avg. 
fields, particularly on shallow soils, stressed 
cast. Wet, cool weather slowed crop development, 
fieldwork. Some alfalfa hay, clover for silage 
was cut. Early fresh market strawberries picked 
Washington County; processing scason to begin in 
two weeks Willamette Valley. Blueberry freeze 
damage high elevations of Lane County. Cranberries 
in hook stage, except Stevens showed scattered 
blossoms Coos, Curry counties. Tree fruit sizing 
well, good condition Hood River. Pears look good 
Medford. Many orchards severely frost damaged 
Blue Mountains. Planting of snap beans, swect 
corn continued. Sweet corn 40% planted Malheur 
County. Fresh market vegetable crops planted 
Willamette Valley. Potato planting proceeded 
Klamath County. Onions in three leaf stage 
Malheur County. Livestock excellent. Pastures 
good west, southwest needs more rain. Ranges, 
pastures poor to fair cast. Livestock producers 
need more moisture for forage in area from The 
Dalles to Bend cast to Burns. Stockwater short 
Harney County. Heavy demand for pasture Deschutes 
County. 


above normal 
southwest. 
3.93 in. 


Southwest 


Barley 
Many small grain 


PENNSYLVANIA: Wet with slightly above normal 
temperatures, across State. Temperature 60°; 3° 
above normal. Extremes 369; 83°. Precipitation 
1.32 in., 0.50 in. above normal. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 2.0. 

O% short, 48% adequate, 52% surplus. 
complete, 76% 1989, 88% avg. Corn 54% planted, 
19% 1989, 57% avg. Soybeans 13% planted, 7% 
1989, 22% avg. Oats 93% planted, 85% 1989, 95% 
avg. Potatocs 69% planted, 56% 1989, 79% avg. 
Tobacco Beds 100% planted, 100% 1989, 100% avg. 
Barley 24% pre boot, 45% 1989, 23% avg.; 24% boot, 
27% 1989, 25% avg.; 52% heading or headed, 38% 
1989, 52% avg. Wheat 46% pre boot, 59% 1989, 44% 
avg.; 40% boot, 34% 1989, 38% avg.; 14% heading or 
headed, 7% 1989, 18% avg.; 7% poor, 17% fair, 57% 
good, 19% excellent. Oats 5% poor, 18% fair, 55% 
good, 22% excellent. Hay stands mostly fair to 
good. Alfalfa hay harvested 4%, 0% 1989, 9% avg. 
Quality of hay made 37% poor, 44% fair, 19% good. 
Feed from pastures mostly average. Peaches 0% pre 
pink, 8% 1989, 2% avg.; 5% pink, 8% 1989, 3% avg.; 
95% full bloom or past, 84% 1989, 95% avg. 
Cherrics 0% pre pink, 13% 1989, 3% avg.; 1% pink, 
11% 1989, 4% avg.; 99% full bloom or past, 76% 
1989, 93% avg. Apples 4% pre pink, 20% 1989, 5% 
avg.; 7% pink, 19% 1989, 7% avg.; 89% full bloom 
or past, 61% 1989, 88% avg. Activities: Spring 
plowing; planting corn, oats, soybeans, potatoes, 


Soil moisture 
Plowing 87% 
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vegetables; repairing 
spreading fertilizer; 
caring for livestock. 


PUERTO RICO: Rainfall 0.81 in. was 0.74 in. 
below normal. Highest rainfall 4.55 in. Pico Del 
Este Luquillo; 2.06 in. Rio Blanco Lower; 1.90 in. 
Rio Picdras Acs. Temperatures 79° on Coasts, 73 
to 76° at Pico Del Este Liquillo, 82° at Roosevelt 
Roads N.S. Extremes 589; 92°. 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Temperatures 1° above normal in 
northwest to 5° above normal near the south coast. 
statewide rainfall generally less than .50 in. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Soil moisture 
12% very short, 58% short, 30% adequate. Cotton 
34% fair, 66% good; 83% planted, 60% 1989, 86% 
avg. Soybeans 25% planted, 9% 1989, 15% avg. Corn 
good. Watermeclons fair to good; 89% planted, 90% 
1989, 92% avg. Cantaloupes good; 86% planted, 85% 
1989, 87% avg. Peaches fair; 4% harvested, 0% 
1989, 0% avg. Oats good; 80% turning color, 54% 
1989, 58% avg.; 26% ripe, 11% 1989, 15% avg.; 2% 
harvested, 0% 1989, 0% avg. Wheat fair to good; 
84% turning color, 61% 1989, 61% avg.; 28% ripe, 
12% 1989, 12% avg.; 1% harvested, 0% 1989, 0% avg. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Temperatures 
normal. Extremes 229; 799, Precipitation 
widespread rainfall, heaviest central, cast. 
Maximum 4.74 in. Growing scason precipitation 
below normal west, north; above normal clscwherc. 
Growing degree days 78 units above to 73 units 
delow normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.4. Subsoil 23% 
critically short, 60% short, 17% adequate. Topsoil 
6% critically short, 28% short, 63% adequate, 3% 
surplus. Cool wet weather slowing planting and 
crop progress. Small grain good to fair, 
livestock mostly good, range, pasture fair to 
good, Major activities: Planting row crops, 
fieldwork, working cattle, branding, fencing. 


TEMMESSEE: Series fronts brought rainfall all 
sections mainly mid week, weekend. Temperatures 
warmer than normal west, cooler across Cumberland 
Plateau. Lows mid 50s, highs lower 80s. Rain cast 
1.25 in., west 2.00 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.0. 
1% short, 70% adequate, 
planted, 89% 1989, 89% avg.; 1% very poor, 10% 
poor, 39% fair, 48% good, 2% excellent. Cotton 
60% percent planted, 89% 1989, 90% avg.; 3% very 
poor, 28% poor, 62% fair, 7% good. Sorghum 30% 
planted, 51% 1989, 59% avg.; 2% very poor, 0% 
poor, 71% fair, 21% good, 6% excellent. Soybcans 
5% planted, 23% 1989, 23% avg. Tobacco 30% 
transplanted, 182 1989, 31% avg.; 36% fair, 63% 
good, 1% excellent. Wheat 13% turning color, 9% 
1989, 26% avg.; 6% poor, 52% fair, 42% good. 
Alfalfa 50% ist cutting, 56% 1989, 69% avg. 
Insects, diseases, weeds continue to cause 
problems. Cattle good. 


TEXAS: Windy, warm, unsettled week. 
boundary stalled, moved northward 
off thunderstorms weekend. Summer like 
temperatures south, cast. Some flooded areas 
north, castern parts of State picked up more rain. 
Tornados, severe weather,some heavy rain amounts. 
Temperatures above normals all areas. Although 
rain occurred all areas, totals still below usual 
amounts. 

Crops: Small grain harvest increased Blacklands 
south under open conditions. Producers Plains 
irrigating fields soils dried out. Insect damage 
light. Isolated wind, hail damage parts Low 
Plains. Fields turning color, temperatures 
warmed. Wheat 3% harvested, 2% 1989, 3% avg. Corn 
growth, progress good over most State last week. 


fence; hauling 
maintaining 


manure; 
machinery; 


0 to 5° below 


Soil moisture 
29% surplus. Corn 70% 


Frontal 
again, setting 


“sheep being moved to summer ranges. 


Planting wind down Plains. Color looked good 
emerged fields. Producers central, Blacklands busy 
cultivating many fields. Fields Valley good 
progress; another rain would help. Fields Valley, 
Coastal Bend silking. Corn 4% silked, 13% 1989, 
16% avg. Grain sorghum producers Plains 
responded open weather, increased planting 
activity. Planted fields Blacklands, central 
responding favorably to warmer weather. 
Cultivation activities increased. Fields head 
Coastal Bend, Valley. Planting active Upper 
Coast most week. Sorghum 8% headed, 15% 1989, 13% 
avg. Cotton planting increased High Plains, 
producers beginning to plant Low Plains, Cross 
Timbers. Early planted fields High Plains drying 
slightly. Cultivation activities active. 
Producers spraying Coastal Bend, Valley. Fields 
Valley beginning to set bolls. Cotton 8% 
squaring, 7% 1989, 62% avg. Soybean planting 
increased Plains, along Upper Coast. Emergence 
good. Stands northeast good; some yellowing from 
too much water. Rice planting few delays Upper 
Coast. Warmer temperatures beneficial to planted 
fields. Peanut planting central, south little 
delay last week. Land preparations increasing 
Cross Timbers, Low Plains. Other Field Crops: 
Peanuts planted 9%, 10% 1989, 19% avg. Soybeans 
planted 40%, 29% 1989, 30% avg. Sunflowers 26% 
planted, 4% 1989, 12% avg. Oats harvested 3%, 1% 
1989, 7% avg. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley, Melon 
harvest peaking. Yields, quality low. Onion 
harvest nearing completion. Cucumber harvest 
continued. San Antonio Winter Garden, onion 
harvest continued, Eastern areas, cool 
temperatures carly scason, excessive rains slowed 
growth. Diseases increasing tomatocs. High 
Plains, onions, potatoes good growth. Irrigation 
underway. Some carrot planting continued. Trans 
Pecos, most planting completed. Onion harvest 
nearing. Peach harvest increasing parts Hill 
Country, Cross Timbers. Leaf curl caused 
problems. Harvest about over Valley. Pecan sets 
looked good most areas. Casebearecr spraying, 
scouting programs continued. 

Range and Livestock: Hot, drying winds started 
to stress native pastures parts of State. Hay 
baling activities increasing. Producers spraying 
weeds, fertilizing. Much grazing land under 
water parts cast. Sheep shearing, lamb marking 
continued, Cattle continued good gains. 








UTAH: Temperatures 30° below normal in northern 
half,about normal in southern half of State; 
precipitation was moderate in mountainous portion 
on north, zero to light elsewhere. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. 


Soil moisture 
80% short, 20% adequate. 


Farm activities included 
irrigation, planting corn, spraying weeds’ in 
spring grains. Crop growth ahead of normal,has 
been slowed by recent frost, cool weather. Oat 
acreage 84% emerged, 80% 1989, 77% avg. Corn 
acreage 78% planted, 88% 1989, 76% avg.; 52% 
emerged, 72% 1989, 60% avg. Average height winter 
wheat 16 in. 64% jointed, 46% boot stage. Average 
height alfalfa hay 17 in., first cutting underway 
Box Elder, Utah, Washington Counties. Cattle, 
Feed adequate 
now, expected short later. Livestock flesh good. 
VIRGINIA: Temperatures 
normal. Extremes 359; 909, 
thunderstorms. Precipitation 0.25 to 0.50 in. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil 6% 
Surplus, 82% adequate, 12% short. Corn planted 
80% completed, 50% 1989, 71% avg.; 6% excellent, 
60% good, 32% fair, 2% poor. Soybeans planted 21% 
completed, 1% 1989, 9% avg. Peanuts virtually all 
planted. Cotton planting complete. Flue tobacco 
90% completed, 5% 1989, 31% avg. Fire tobacco 50% 


normal to 2° above 
Scattered showers, 
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planted, 0% 1989, 
0% 1989, 4% avg. 
1989, 5% avg. 


excellent. 


12% avg. Burley 7% completed, 
Sun tobacco 16% planted, 0% 
Barley 41% fair, 54% good, 5% 
Wheat 47% fair. 51% good, 2% 
excellent. Apples poor to fair, peaches mostly 
very poor. Potatoes cqually fair to good. Alfalfa 
25% fair, 67% good, 8% excellent. Other hay 26% 
fair, 57% good, 17% excellent. Pastures 13% fair, 
59% good, 28% excellent. Harvesting hay, barley 
silage, sheep shearing, suckering tomatoes, 
vegetable care. Colorado potato beetle active in 
white potatoes, cereal leaf beetle in wheat. 
Strawberry picking active. Fruit tree spraying. 


WASHINGTON: Temperatures 3 to 9° below normal, 
cast; normal to 69 below normal, west. 
Precipitation none to 1.35, cast; 0.06 to 0.68, 
west. 

Days suitable for ficldwork 5.3. Soil moisture 
60% short, 402% adequate. Range, pasture 50% 
short, 50% adequate. Hay, other roughage 5% very 
short, 60% short, 30% adequate, 5% surplus. 
Continued cool, wet weather slowed plant growth. 
Winter wheat development remained ahead of normal. 
Spring wheat planted 100%, 100% 1989, 100% avg.; 
emerged 99%, 97% 1989, 95% avg. Barley planted 
100%, 100% 1989, 100% avg.; emerged 99%, 96% 1989, 
94% avg.; headed 5%, 2% 1989, 3% avg. Potatoes 
planted 97%, 95% 1989, 97% avg. Cherry harvest 
began. Asparagus harvest continued. Pasture 
growth was good on west side, extreme cast side. 
Otherwise, range, pasture growth was short. 


WEST VIRGINIA: Temperature 64°, 2 to 5° above 
normal. Extremes 399; 88°. Precipitation 0.81 
in.; 0.48 in. below to 0.52 in. above normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.5. Soil moisture 
4% short, 69% adequate, 27% surplus. Cattle good, 
sheep good to fair. Feed supplies adequate to 
surplus. Wheat, barley fair to good. Oats good, 


planting complete; 74% emerged. 
fair; planting 70% complete, 
good to fair. 
good. Farm 
Preparation 
care. 


Corn good to 
47% emerged, Hay 
Apples, peaches poor. Tobacco beds 

activities: Corn planting, 
for first cutting of hay, livestock 


WISCONSIN: Temperature 529, 6° below normal. 
Extremes 30°; 80°. Precipitation 1.20 to 2.50 in. 

Days suitable for ficldwork 1.0. Soil moisture 
8% short, 61% adequate, 31% surplus. Pasture 
conditions 84% of normal, 66% 1989, 78% avg. 
General condition of crops 2% poor, 14% fair, 77% 
good, 7% excellent. Winter wheat 1% very poor, 6% 
poor, 13% fair, 65% good, 15% excellent. Corn 1% 
very poor, 10% poor, 37% fair, 51% good, 1% 
excellent.; planted 61%, 76% 1989, 78% avg. 
Soybeans planted 13%, 31% 1989, 34% avg. Rain kept 
most planters out of fields. 


WYOMING: Temperatures 
Precipitation below normal. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. 
short, 70% adequate, 3% surplus. Subsoil 42% 
short, 55% adequate, 3% surplus. Spring wheat 
planted 95%, 95% 1989, 85% avg.; emerged 65%, 65% 
1989, 60% avg. Oats planted 85%, 80% 1989, 80% 
avg.; emerged 60%, 50% 1989, 50% avg. Barley 
planted 95%, 90% 1989, 90% avg.; emerged 85%, 80% 
1989, 70% avg. Sugarbects mostly planted; emerged 
50%, 65% 1989, 60% avg. Corn planted 60%, 60% 
1989, 60% avg.; emerged 15%, 25% 1989, 10% avg. 
Potatoes planted 50%, 65% 1989, 45% avg.; emerged 
30%, 35% 1989. Dry beans planted 10%, 10% 1989, 
15% avg.; emerged 5%. Winter wheat mostly good, 
heavy russian aphid infestations in southeastern 
growing arca, spraying continues. Livestock good. 
Calf, lamb losses light to normal. Ranges, 
a good. Stockwater short 30%, adequate 70% 
ate. 


below normal. 


Topsoil 27% 
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international Weather and Crop Summary 
HIGHLIGHTS 


May 13-19, 


SOUTH AMERICA ... Widespread, variable showers 
cause minor delays in crop harvests but maintain 
moist topsoils for wheat planting and emergence. 


AUSTRALIA ... Widespread rain improves planting 
conditions in the south. Rain benefits winter 
grains in the east. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA ... Mostly dry weather in 
Morocco and Algeria benefits winter grain 
maturation and early harvesting. Light showers 
cause only brief delays in Tunisia. 

-.. Early-season moisture 


favors corn 


MEXICO : 
planting and emergence in the Southern Plateau. 


CANADA ... Cool, wet weather causes more spring 
wheat planting delays. 
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.-. In Western USSR, winter grains continue 
to enter the heading stage in the _ southern 
Ukraine and the North Caucasus. In the New 
Lands, light precipitation in the south causes 
only brief delays in spring grain planting. 


... Rain benefits winter and summer crops 
in northern growing areas. Moderate to heavy 
rain falls in sections of the south. 


-.-. Remnants of a tropical cyclone 
bring beneficial rain to the east but cause some 
local flooding and crop damage. 


EASTERN ASIA ... 


Heavy rains cover most crop 
areas. 


Tropical Cyclone Marian hits Taiwan. 


... Widespread, 
showers cover Thailand and 
northernmost Philippines. 


locally heavy 
all but the 
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USSR ... In Western USSR, winter grains were 
entering the heading stage in the _ southern 
Ukraine and the North Caucasus. Spring grain 
crop progress ranged from jointing in the south 
to emergence across the north. Widespread 
precipitation (10-37mm) covered the Baltic 
States, Belorussia, and western Ukraine, 
benefiting winter grains in the jointing stage 
and spring grains in the tillering stage. 
Although dry weather covered the North Caucasus 
and the lower Volga, adequate moisture reserves 
met the increasing moisture demands of winter 
grains entering the heading stage. Light 
precipitation (generally less than 10mm) fell 
over Moldavia and the southern Ukraine. Timely 
rain will be needed in these areas during the 
growing season because moisture reserves are 
limited due to winter and early spring dryness. 
Weekly average temperatures were 2-4 degrees 
Celsius (C) below normal over most areas except 
for the central and western Ukraine, where 
temperatures were 1-3 degrees C above normal. 
Extreme minimum temperatures ranging from 0 to 
-1 degrees C over the lower Volga and North 
Caucasus were not low enough to significantly 
damage jointing winter grains. 





In the New Lands, spring grain planting normally 
begins over the southern portion of the region. 
Light precipitation (generally less than 10mm) 
over the southern Urals and Kazakhstan caused 
only brief delays in early planting. 
Widespread, light precipitation (10-25mm) over 
West Siberia increased topsoil moisture. Weekly 
average temperatures were 3-5 degrees C above 
normal in the east and 2-4 degrees C below 
normal in the west. 
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-.-. Light to moderate rain (5-20mm, with 
scattered amounts greater than 25mm) fell from 
Ireland and northern Great Britain eastward to 
northern Poland, greatly benefiting jointing to 
heading winter grains and vegetative summer 
crops. Scattered, light rain (less than 10mm) 
brought only minor relief from dryness to 
southern Great Britain. In the south, moderate 
to heavy rain (10-40mm, with isolated amounts in 
excess of 40mm) favored winter and 
spring-planted crops in sections of northern 
Spain, southern France, northern and central 
Italy, and Yugoslavia, while scattered, light 
rain (less than 10mm) covered the remainder of 
the region. Persistent dryness in sections of 
southern Italy and the southern Balkans has 
likely reduced yield potential of winter grains. 





SOUTH ASIA 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
(25mm = | INCH) 


MAY 13 - 19. 1990 


Gaede om PetLininaey OTreeTs Aw SATELLITE Imnsaer AUDA DIN MAICA TIAA, WEATHER FACILITY 











. 
EA ANT AAC Te, MATER FACILITY 


BASED ON PRELINDURY REPORTS AMD SATELLITE IMACERT rn 








Ww eee 
covered winter grains in Morocco and Algeria, 
benefiting crop maturation and early 
harvesting. Light showers (around 10mm) in 
western Tunisia caused only minor delays in 
harvesting. Weekly coverage of this region will 
be discontinued until next autumn when sowing of 
next year’s crop is scheduled to begin. 


Mostly dry weather 


--. Variable, locally heavy showers 
(25-50mm or more) fell from eastern Madhya 
Pradesh and Orissa eastward through Bangladesh 
and the eastern states as the remnants of a 
tropical cyclone moved through the _ region. 
Rainfall exceeding 100mm over local areas from 
West Bengal eastward caused flooding and damage 
to  unharvested- grains. Showers lingered 
elsewhere over central and southern India, with 
heaviest accumulation (10-56mm) in Andhra 
Pradesh, Karnataka, and Maharashtra. Heavy 
showers (60-136mm) covered Kerala, reflecting 
the recent seasonable increase in rainfall. 
Local showers (5-33mm) dotted the northern wheat 
belt, causing some delays in late wheat 
harvesting. 
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--- Residual remnants of a tropical 
cyclone in the Bay of Bengal brought widespread, 
heavy rain (25-70mm, with scattered amounts 
greater than 70mm) to all but northeastern 
Chinese crop areas, greatly benefiting spring 
crops in normally semiarid western growing areas 
but possibly causing localized flooding in upper 
sections of the Yangtze Valley and spring 
planting delays in the North China Plain. On 
the 19th, a rapidly weakening Tropical Cyclone 
Marian moved across southern and eastern Taiwan, 
bringing gusty winds, heavy rain (40-80mm), and 
localized flooding to much of the island. In 
the east, moderate to heavy rain (15-50mm, with 
scattered rainfall in excess of 50mm) caused 
spring planting delays in most crop areas across 
Japan and the Korean Peninsula. Mean weekly 
temperatures were near normal to below normal 
across all but extreme eastern crop areas, which 
were above normal. 


coe A frontal system brought 
rain to much of the south, including 
moderate to heavy amounts (15-70mm) in Western 
Australia and light to moderate amounts (5-20mn, 
with isolated amounts in excess of 20mm) in 
South Australia and Victoria. The rain was the 
most widespread in South Australia since early 
January and will allow some progress in winter 
grain planting, which has been delayed due to 
persistent dryness. In the east, scattered rain 
(5-30mm, with isolated rainfall greater than 
30mm) greatly favored emergence and early 
vegetative growth of winter grains after 3 
consecutive mostly dry weeks. Mean weekly 
temperatures were above normal in all but 


southeastern crop areas, which were below 
normal. 


widespread 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA ... Moderate to heavy showers 
(25-50mm or more) covered most primary grain 
regions of Thailand, improving moisture levels 
for planting and vegetative growth of main 
season crops. However, minimal rain (4-12mm) 
covered local crop areas north of Bangkok that 
have been trending drier than normal for most of 
the early rainy season. Temperatures averaged 
1-2 degrees C above normal over the driest areas 
but near normal elsewhere. In the Philippines, 
widespread, moderate to heavy rain (25-50mm or 
more) fell as far north as_ southern Luzon, 
greatly improving moisture reserves for main 
season plantings. Rainfall exceeded 100mm 
throughout the area, with excessive amounts 
(200-358mm) in southeastern Luzon and the 
central islands causing local flooding. To the 
south, heavy rain (100-38l1mm) caused local 
flooding in peninsular Thailand and northernmost 
areas of Malaysia but seasonal dryness continued 
elsewhere. 
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eee In Argentina, 
showers caused minor delays in crop 
harvesting but moistened topsoils for wheat 
planting. Weekly rainfall generally averaged 
10-22mm in the primary corn and soybean areas, 
with isolated heavier amounts (34-36mm) in 
Buenos Aires and lighter rain (less than 10mm) 
in northern corn areas of Cordoba and Santa Fe. 
The soybean harvest has nearly reached the 
halfway point. In south-central Brazil, showers 
(7-19mm) slowed late soybean harvesting in Rio 
Grande do Sul, where moisture has been abundant 
for the start of wheat planting. Heavier rain 
(25-62mm) maintained moist conditions for 
emerging wheat in Parana. Locally inundating 
rain (100-147mm) soaked Mato Grosso do Sul. 
Variable showers (1-20mm) caused some minor 
delays in early harvesting of coffee and citrus 
in Sao Paulo and Minas Gerais. 


moderate 
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MEXICO «as Beneficial showers 

western and north-central portions of the 
Southern Plateau helped corn planting and 
emergence in the driest portion of the corn 
belt. Substantial showers (10-42mm) also 
maintained favorable early-season moisture in 
the southeast of the Plateau. Minimal rain (8mm 
or less) fell over the remainder of the Plateau 
corn belt (south-central to northeast). 
Significant showers (10-18mm) benefited 
pastures, cotton, and citrus areas of 
east-central Mexico, but rainfall diminished to 
4mm or less along the east coast from Matamoros 
in the northeast to the Yucatan peninsula. 
Mostly dry weather continued over northwestern 
Mexico. 


(10-22mm) in 


CANADA aaa Unseasonable, moderate to heavy 
precipitation (10-25mm or more) covered most 
wheat regions of Saskatchewan and Manitoba, 
improving soil moisture levels but causing 
further fieldwork delays. However, rainfall 
averaged less than 10mm over local areas of 
southern and western Saskatchewan and all but 
westernmost Alberta. Temperatures continued to 
average 1-4 degrees C below normal, maintaining 
cool, locally wet soil conditions. A return to 
warmer weather is needed in upcoming weeks to 
ensure normal germination and establishment. 
Plantings usually last until late May or early 
June, but later plantings increase the risk of 
crop damage caused by early autumn frost. 
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(Continued from front cover) 

Missouri Valley and into the Ohio Valley. At 
week’s end, yet another storm system soaked the 
central and southern Plains, western Corn Belt, and 
middle Mississippi Valley with additional rain. 
Torrents of rain deluged Arkansas as Hot Springs 
reported on Sunday morning over 12 inches in 24 
hours. Meanwhile, a late-season spring storm 
brought beneficial rain showers with snow in the 
higher elevations to the northern and central 
Pacific seaboard. 


(Continued from p. 10) 
nearly complete in Washington. Potato planting 
lagged behind normal in North Dakota. 


PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Pastures were in mostly 
good to fair condition except in North Dakota and 
portions of the West. Stock water supplies were 
still mostly short in North Dakota. Lack of 
moisture and cool weather slowed pasture growth in 
portions of Idaho. 
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